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� � Our youth group participated in the 30 Hour Famine 
the weekend of April 23 rd . �

�
The Famine is an international youth movement to fight hunger, feed hungry children and change our 
world. The 30 Hour Famine is project through World Visions which is  an international partnership of 
Christians whose mission is to follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in working with the poor and 
oppressed to promote human transformation, seek justice, and bear witness to the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.   

 
These kids went without food for 30 hours, living only on water and juice.  We are pleased to say we had 37 kids 
who cared enough about this cause to come out and help make a difference.  Through their efforts they raised 
$1836.71.  Great job!!!!! 

Besides the lack of food for the weekend, they experienced some new 
challenges set by the leaders.  One was the ability to quench their 
thirst.  Break times were set and they were given drinks instead of 
having it available whenever they wanted, as the children in these 
impoverished countries do not have the privilege to drink whenever 
they feel the need.  Another task they did was having to actually fetch a 
pot of water to share instead of bottled water (this did not go over to 
well).  They quickly realized how lucky they are to have the bottled 
water. 
 
Thru the weekend they kept busy, keeping their minds off the hunger.  
They helped with the church cleanup; some went to the post office to 
spread the word and awareness, while others got sore fingers cutting 

all those paper people that were hanging up in the Sanctuary.   
They finished their weekend with a 6am wake up call to break the fast with communion.  Hope you were able to 
see Sunday’s worship service, what a great job these kids did. 
 
A special thank you to all the leaders who helped make this possible. Thank you to Greg Magill, Lisa Magill, Pam 
Borger and Susan Yetter for leading the music.   Also a big thank you to Lisa McLaughlin who helped feed the kids 
their last supper.  And from the bottom of all the kids stomachs, thank you to Warren Hoffman, Pat Mackes and 
Pam Borger for making breakfast to feed the hungry. 
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SSppeecciiaall   WWoorrsshhiipp  TTiimmee  
 
June 20th, 2010 will be Pastor Dave's and Deb's last Sunday in the Effort UMC pulpit.  A 
special service is being planned for that day. Therefore, there will be only ONE SERVICE on 
Sunday June 20th at 10:00 a.m .  There will be NO Saturday evening service that weekend.  
We hope that you will be able to attend this service to wish both Pastor Dave and Deb well 
as they move on in new ministries in their lives. 
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From the Pastor 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
I know that we will not be leaving the church and going into retirement until June 20th, but, 
I’d 
like to use this month’s newsletter to say “good-by” and thanks for a wonderful twelve 
years for Ruthann and myself.  June will be a busy month for us as we prepare for our 
transition so I  
felt it best to make this my last and final article. 
 
Effort UMC is a wonderful place to be in ministry and I know that you’ll do all in your 

power to help continue to build up this faith community under Pastor Robin’s leadership.  Together with the help of God you 
can be the people that God is calling you to be and the church that God wants in this community to work hard to 
 

 Preach the Gospel in word and deed   Welcome the stranger 
 Feed the hungry    Love the children 
 Heal the sick     Care for each other 

 
Ruthann and I want to say THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts for how you have welcomed us into your hearts over 
these past years.  We have many memories and will cherish each one dearly. 
 
You too, should be thanked for your efforts in ministry.  Without each one of you there would be no one to work in Vacation 
Bible School, Sunday School, Food Pantry, leading Grief Share, singing in the choir, ushering at our worship services, serving 
our wonderful dinners, leading our youth group (and the list goes on and on).  Without your generosity, the church doors 
could not be opened and the lights turned on.  Without you, Deb and I would be preaching to empty pews on Saturday evening 
and Sunday morning. 
 
Without your faith, love and perseverance the doors of this church would not have remained open for all the years that it has 
been here in Effort. As you look to the future … let’s continue to thank God for the past, and thank God for the blessings you 
are currently receiving and let’s hope and pray this faith community into a fruitful future. 
 
God is calling you to grow spiritually and in numbers. Continue to look for those who are not afraid of the work of the Gospel.  
Continue to seek those who need to find a place at the table where they can be loved and appreciated for who they are.  As a 
faith community, tell your story of success and to seek out the lost, the sad and the lonely to join with you.  Invite your 
friends, using the “church cards” that Deb and I distributed a few weeks ago.  May this holy place be a place where God’s 
grace is found and the power of the Holy Spirit lives. 
 
Some Sunday as you set in the pews prior to worship beginning, pick up the hymnal and turn to hymn number 434 and read 
the words silently. They provide a wonderful vision for this faith community: 
 
“When the poor ones who have nothing to share with strangers, when the thirsty water give unto us all, when the crippled in 
their weakness strengthen others, then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

 
When at last all those who suffer find their comfort, when they hope though even hope seems hopelessness, when we love 
though hate at times seems all around us then we know that God still goes that road with us.” 

 
Continue, sisters and brothers, to walk the road that God has prepared for this faith community.  We love each of you and will 
miss you. 
 

Dave and Ruthann 
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 On Saturday, May 15th from 9am – 2pm.  The we will be hosting our Annual Flea Market.  The cost for a 

space with your own table is $10 and a space with a rented table is $15.  To reserve a space please call 
Joyce at 570-643-3334.  Advanced payment is required.  Lunch and a bake sale will be available.  Any 
baked items donated will be greatly appreciated. 

 
 If you would like to place a name or names in the UMW sponsored Father’s Day bulletin insert please fill 

out a form for each name.  Forms are located on the Welcome Center.  The deadline to submit form in is 
Sunday June 6th. 

 
Thanks for supporting of any of these events.    Kathy Johnson 570-722-9944.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

POCONO PANDAS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Prayer Acceptance Nurturing D evotions Awesome Spirit) 

 
May 7th – Friendship Day.  This will be a Youth Night starting at 7pm.  We challenge each of you to bring a 
friend.   
 
May 21st – Youth Night starting at 7pm.  Discussion on summer adventures. 
                       Pray for our Confirmmands as they will be Confirmed on Sunday. 
                       Sign up for Whitewater Rafting 

 
 June 12th – Whitewater Rafting cost $25.00 per person for 5 hours on the river and   
                      Yes this is a dam release day.  Payment in full must be made by 
                          June 5th in order to go.  No payments will be accepted after June 5th.  
 
 

AARP Driver Safety Class 
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         It is time to register for the AARP Driver Safety Class which will be held right here in our Effort church. This 
is an eight-hour course spread out over two days – Saturday, June 19 and Saturday, June 26 (four hours each day.) 
         The AARP Driver Safety Program (formerly “55-Alive”) is the nation’s first and largest classroom 
refresher/defensive driving course for motorists age 50 and older. Interested persons are advised to check with their 
insurance agents as to the details of any insurance discount. No tests are given, and membership in AARP is not a 
requirement; however, AARP members do get a $2.00 reduction in price. The minimum age for taking the course is 
normally 50. There is no maximum age. Each person completing the eight-hour course will be given a completion 
certificate that is valid for three years. Interested parties should be aware that New York and Florida have different 
requirements for persons licensed in their states. 
         This eight-hour course will be given on two separate Saturday mornings from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
dates are  June 19,  and June 26. The cost is $12.00 for each AARP member and $14.00 for non-AARP members. 
AARP members must have their AARP identification number on the first day of class. The fee includes all 
materials, including a workbook which the students may keep. Class size is limited, so interested persons must 
register to assure placement in the class. 
         To register or for additional information, you may reach Bob Argot at 570-629-5718. Registrations should be 
made by June 10. 
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A Candle Loses Nothing by Lighting Another Candle 
 

All you are asked to do is keep this circulating, even if it's only to one more person. 
In memory of anyone you know who has been struck down by cancer or is still living with it.  

 
Please Keep This Candle Going  
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Tuesday Night Bible Study 
By Pat Mackes 

 
 

1 Chronicles 4:10 -: " Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, saying, Oh that you would bless me and 
enlarge my territory!  Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.  
And God granted his request."  

 
When praying The Prayer of Jabez, Pastor Gerald Miller (now deceased) felt God nudging him to “enlarge his 
territory” (responsibility).  It was that nudge that led Jerry to start a Tuesday Night Bible Study.  The first gathering 
took place in the church’s choir room on March 12, 2002.  That winter there were times when only 2 people would 
show up but Jerry would just say “where 2 or more are gathered.”  Their first study was The Gospel of John. Jerry 
felt it was a great place to start. 
 
In the spring of 2005, we had torrential rains which flooded our church’s basement . While repairs and renovations 
took place, the Tuesday Night Bible Study group had to give up the choir room to other meetings.  They met in 
whatever space was available throughout the church, mainly the Sanctuary.   Around the same time, Sue 
Johnson’s mother was ill and she came to live with them. Her mom could not be left home alone so Rocky stayed 
home from study so that Sue could get out. It wasn’t always comfortable for the group to be balancing their Bibles 
on their laps so Sue asked the group if they’d like to meet at their house until they could get back into the choir 
room. It just ended up working out well for all and has remained a home Bible study. 
 
In the eight plus years since its start, the group has expanded to around 30 people which also includes members 
of Middlecreek Christian Church.  The Johnson’s living room and dining room are now one big study room with a 
book shelf for Bibles and reference books.  Large print and study bibles are available for anyone in the group to 
use if needed, although almost everyone has their own. Track lighting was installed for better visibility and a 
handicap ramp for accessibility into their home. 

 
The group ranges in age from 26 to 88. (represented at 
this photo, with 11 of the 16 members in attended on 
April 27 – too many to capture with my camera). They 
gather year round each Tuesday evening at 7:00. 
Everyone makes themselves at home and helps 
themselves to coffee, tea, and goodies.  They are more 
than a Bible Study, they’re family.  When a member of 
the group has a birthday they celebrate with cake and 
ice cream and a card signed by each member.  
Occasionally the group has a pot luck dinner or 
summertime picnics. 
 
Each week their bible study begins with prayer followed 
by a song that is chosen by Ed Juris.  The music can be 
anything from the Gaithers, the Booth Brothers, or other 
Spiritual music.  Presently the group is studying 

Genesis, using the New King James Version on CD of, “Word of Promise.”   They play a chapter and then pause 
for discussion.  The study usually lasts about an hour and ends with everyone joining hands and praying, “And 
now, may the Lord watch between me and thee while we are absent one from the other.”  Amen!  
 
Over the years several of the group’s members have gone home to be with their Lord.  Special collections have 
been taken for memorial gifts in remembrance of their brothers and sisters in Christ.  Since 2006 they have been 
donating to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  At the present time they are collecting for the Washburn Family. 

(Bible Study Group cont’d from pg. 8) 
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(continued on page 6) 
When Jerry prayed for The Lord to increase his territory, he probably never dreamed how large He would increase 
it! Jerry thought a group should be no more than around 12 and then divide and grow new groups. This group is 
just too close to divide. If anyone is interested in starting a home Bible study you are more than welcome to come 
and view how this group works.  
 
At another time, I will write an article about “The Seekers”, our Monday morning bible study group.   
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I just wanted to share with you a story which happened to Mark, Gary, Sue and I today.  It's a story of God's hand 
in the SFRC ministry.  It has become apparent over the years that even when the story seems hopeless a light 
shines on us that brings us to some glimpse of hope.  Mark received a phone call today while driving.  A 
Kunkletown woman called and said she received the solicitation letter today asking for money for the 
Supplemental Food Resource Center.   
  
At that time, the reception was fuzzy and Mark handed me the cell phone so I could talk while he drove (a safe 
decision).  I told her that we were on a cell phone and the reception was poor.  We lost the phone call and the 
number was restricted.  A few minutes later she called back and said "I have been praying that God will somehow 
give us some food to eat."  The Kunkletown lady said, when I received this letter, I just had to call you because 
maybe God had answered my prayer.  I later learned while speaking with her that she and her husband were 
seniors who were homebound.  They had access to Monroe Country Transit Authority but the transit system only 
runs Monday through Friday and all transportation is based upon scheduling an appointment. 
  
She wanted to know if we could bring any food to her home.  She was desperate, she said.  I her voice shaky.  I 
told her that this is not something we would normally do because of safety boundaries.  Gary Raia chimed in and 
said, Ann, I'll go with you.  To be honest, we didn't know what to expect.  While others were unloading the truck 
today, Mark asked me to load up food to bring to her apartment.  I could see the smile on Mark's face at the time 
Gary and I were loading it in my car. 
  
The four of us while returning from Carolina Logistics knew the Lord was sending a message to us loud and clear.  
THIS WOMAN IS WHY THIS MINISTRY EXISTS.  Having met them I saw the boxes of medications and the 
oxygen with inhalers on the floor next to a large man who breathed heavily.  The wife soft, almost nervous, 
was very grateful.  She told Gary and I she tried for food stamps.  The office told her she made too much money 
with her spouse's retirement and her social security.  She gently swung open the refrigerator.  It was empty.  Only 
thing to be seen was a half empty bottle of ketchup.  As precious as she could say this is what the office's too 
much money looks like....empty stomachs and a small hope God would answer her prayers. 
  
Gary and I lelft there clearly shaken up, and contrite in Spirit with heartfelt compassion.  We didn't say much 
because emotions may have bubbled up.  Silence.  Before bringing Gary to his residence, we both agreed no 
matter how bad off we think we are—we’re not. 
  
Thank God we have the Supplemental Food Resource Center for this woman and for the many others we touch 
weekly. 
  
Love, 
   
Ann Bauer 
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You helped me exceed my goal, and contributed  
to ongoing research for a cure, as well as  
providing services for those struggling  

with this disease  
 

 
Effort UMC “business cards” 

are available to all members of our congregation. 
 
The purpose of these cards is for each of us to have on 
hand if a conversation should arise when sharing your 
faith or an invitation to join a worship service. Feel free to 
give a card. This is a comfortable form of evangelism. 
You can write your name and contact information on the 
back if you feel lead by the Lord. 
 
Cards are available on the Welcome Center – take four or 
five, then replenish your supply if needed. 
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May 
05/01   Avryanna Fuller 
05/02   Ed Eilenberger 
05/02   Elsa Kondratick 
05/02   Loretta Daubert 
05/03   Laura Churchill 
05/03   Christopher Watkins 
05/03   Taylor Pennington 
05/04   Marianne Atherton 
05/04   Vanessa Hoover 
05/04   Caitlyn Loch 
05/04   Adam Wells 
05/05   Michael Griffith 
05/05   Bob Decker 
05/05   Jason Treantafelo 
05/05   Casey Arntz 
05/05   Mackenzie Longridge 
05/06   Todd Haydt 
05/06   LeEtte Bonser-Sadler 
05/08   Liz Giles 
05/08   Jenna Morgan 
05/09   John Winkler 
05/09   Laura Snyder 
05/09   Nicholas Johnson 
05/10   Barbara Glasmire 
05/10   Charles Conklin 
05/10   Bradley Kingsley 
05/10   Dylan Buck 
05/11   Bob Argot 
05/11   Dari Holmes 
05/11   Matthew Klein 
05/11   Tris Diblasi 
05/11   Matthew Robinson 
05/12   Linda Mosier 
05/12   Vivian Morales 
05/13   Matilda Galanzo 
05/14   Suzanne Morales 
05/14   Janice Decker 
05/14   Susan Mosier 
05/14   Cameron Hoag 
05/14   Michael Boylan 
05/15   Frank Mackers, Sr. 
05/15   Justin Sharer 
05/16   Cathy Loch 
05/16   Caroline Passno 
05/16   Chelsea Kronemeyer 
05/17   Roger Bononno 

05/17   Thomas Conklin 
05/18   Grace Erwin 
05/19   Gabriel White 
05/19   Gene Mackes 
05/19   Jeff Horton 
05/19   Patrick Soares 
05/20   Carla Burrus 
05/21   Dale Thomas 
05/21   Melanie Green 
05/22   Richard Balentine 
05/22   Laura Catina 
05/23   Ruth Rule 
05/25   Adam Johnson 
05/25   Meredith Thomas 
05/25   Jacob Nicolazzi 
05/25   Colleen Washburn 
05/26   Ramona Parsons 
05/27   Linda Greif 
05/28   Robin Formato 
05/28   Gary Jaeger 
05/28   Alicia Hannon 
05/29   Sue Helsel 
05/30   Donald Miller 
05/30   Martin Foley 
05/30   Ariel Scerbo 
05/30   Stephanie Buck 
05/31   Ann Hastings 
05/31   Christopher Sharer 
05/31   Carissa Alza 
 
June 
06/01   Brenda Falco 
06/01   Jill Biery 
06/01   Barry Craig 
06/03   Frederick Heller III 
06/03   Anna Buck 
06/04   George Klein 
06/04   NoraJune Fish 
06/04   Heather Daube 
06/04   Bradley Doll 
06/04   Brandon Burger 
06/04   Hailee Passno 
06/05   Keith Pierson 
06/05   Sofia Soares 
06/06   Ron Helsel 
06/06   Nicole Tarsi 
06/06   Kimberly Eastman 
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MOTHER’S DAY BULLETIN – MAY 9, 2010 

 
If you would like to place a name or names in the U.M.W. sponsored Mother’s  Day bulletin insert, 
PLEASE FILL OUT ONE FORM FOR EACH NAME  that you would like listed.  The cost is $1.00 
for each name submitted. The deadline for submission is Sunday, May 2nd, 2010. Please return all 
forms to the attention of Ruthann Felker, U.M.W. Thanks.  
 
IN MEMORY OF:           
 
IN HONOR OF:            
 
Given by:             
 
Additional forms can be found on the Welcome Center . 
 
Information may be emailed to dfelker@epix.net if you wish. Checks/forms can be mailed to: Effort UMW c/o Effort UMC, PO Box 545, 
Effort, PA 18330 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER’S DAY BULLETIN – MAY 9, 2010 
 

If you would like to place a name or names in the U.M.W. sponsored Mother’s Day bulletin insert, 
PLEASE FILL OUT ONE FORM FOR EACH NAME  that you would like listed.  The cost is $1.00 
for each name submitted. The deadline for submission is Sunday, May 2nd, 2010.  Please return all 
forms to the attention of Ruthann Felker, U.M.W. Thanks.  
 
IN MEMORY OF:           
 
IN HONOR OF:            
 
Given by:             
 
Additional forms can be found on the Welcome Center . 
 
Information may be emailed to dfelker@epix.net if you wish. Checks/forms can be mailed to: Effort UMW c/o Effort UMC, PO Box 545, 
Effort, PA 1833  
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The Financial Pillar 

Our church rests on the Lord  
as our central pillar of strength.   

Our own efforts and our finances  
stabilize the load. 

 

  Jan – Mar  

  2009 2010 
Prior year payroll carry-over 
 

3,700 
 

3,146 
 

 Offerings 57,446 57,507 

 Donations 3,578 2,763 

 Other Receipts 930 1,573 

Total Church Income 61,954 61,844 

Expense   

 Church Mortgage Payment 12,569 11,636 

 Conference Programs&Ministries 8,895 13,562 

 Building Expenses 13,492 16,138 

 General Expenses 1,798 3,049 

 Other 1,593 1,354 

 Personnel * 48,283 41,127 

 Church Ministry Supplies 1,598 1,588 

 Other 0 0 

Total Church Expense 88,227 88,454 

   
 

Total Church Deficit -22,573 -23,464 

   
 

 Daycare Fund *   15,128 19,298 

 Preschool Fund  *     1,667 2,434 

 Learning Center Fund *         -95 276 

 Fundraisers -26 200 

Total Other Net Proceeds 16,674 22,209 

    

 Unpaid Month-End Payroll *   -16,000 -13,500 

Grand Total Deficit -21,899 -14,755 

    

Special Funds     

 Special Funds Receipts 20,678 10,588 

 Special Funds Expenses 7,270 11,016 

Net Unspent Special Funds (each year) 13,408 -428 
 
 
* Prior Yr Payroll Carryover represents half of the first church payroll in January,  
paid out of (“carried over from”) income from the last week of December. 
* Unpaid Month-End Payroll represents an estimate of total payroll owed for 
the current month that will be paid in the first payroll of next month.   
Depending on the bi-weekly payroll cycle, this is typically either zero 
or 1-week’s payroll, or 2-week’s payroll. 

 

 
2010 is off to a blessed start. 

 
Offerings and other donations and receipts are 

very similar to last year. 
 

Expenses in total are also very similar to last year, 
although resulting from our reduced staff costs 

offset by higher costs in other areas. 
 

The Daycare, Preschool and Learning Center are 
all financially improved from last year so far, and 

our first major fundraiser of the year (Chicken 
BBQ) will be reported in the April figures next 

month. 
 

Overall, the Grand Total deficit this year 
represents the Conference Programs & Ministries 
only, with all other obligations being paid up to 

date. 
This is a great step forward compared to recent 

years!! 
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� � � � ��
10am SFRC 
5pm Worship 
NA-FH 
�

��
8:30am Worship  
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
12:30pm Conf Class 

��
10am Seekers-FH 
7pm Vision Comm 
Mtg-L 

��
10:30am Shawl 
Ministry-C 
10am Strong Women 
Exer-WH 
Boy Scouts-FH 
AA-WH�

��
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�

��
10am Strong  
Women-WH 
Preschool Picnic-
WH�
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�

��
Preschool Picnic-
WH 
7pm Youth Group-
WH 

	�
10am SFRC 
Priv Party-WH 
5pm Worship 
NA-FH 


�
8:30am Worship  
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
�

���
10am Seekers-FH 
6:30pm UMW-WH 
7pm Trustee Mtg-L 
�

���
10am Strong Women 
Exer-WH 
Boy Scouts-FH 
AA-WH�

���
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�

���
10am Strong 
Women-WH�
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�
�

��� ���
9am UMW Flea 
Market-Pav/WH 
10am SFRC 
5pm Worship 
NA-FH 

���
8:30am Worship  
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
12:30pm Conf Class 
�

���
10am Seekers-FH 
Scout Leader Mtg-
FH 
 
�

�	�
10am Shawl 
Ministry-C 
10:30am Strong 
Women Exer-WH 
Boy Scouts-FH 
AA-WH�

�
�
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�

���
10am Strong 
Women-WH�
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�
�
�

���
7pm Youth Group-
WH 

���
10am SFRC 
5pm Worship 
NA-FH 
�

���
8:30am Worship  
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
Priv Party-WH 
�

���
10am Seekers-FH 
7pm Leadership 
Mtg-FH 
�

���
10am Strong Women 
Exer-WH 
Boy Scouts-FH 
AA-WH�

���
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�

���
Boy Scouts-FH 
Volleyball�
�
�

�	�
Preschool 
Graduation-
Sand/WH 

�
�
10am SFRC 
5pm Worship 
NA-FH 
�
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���
8:30am Worship  
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
�

���
Church 
Office/Daycare 
Closed 
 
MEMORIAL DAY 

Do you think of picnics, parades and fireworks?... Yes most of us do.   
But what is the real purpose of Memorial Day??   

Memorial Day  and Veterans Day  honor the sacrifices of innumerable individuals wh o 
sacrificed themselves to preserve the freedoms all Americans enjoy.  
�

 
 
 

 

Colleen Washburn                         
Julie Romanisko                               
Joan Cortese                           

 Jacob Hughes                       
Bill Baumgartner 
Lorraine McWilliams         
Lenora Marciano 
Susan Reavis                           
Donna                
David D’Arcy                        
SherryHoffman                              
Carol Nemecek and Family 
Roz Price 
Burt Price                                     
                                                    

Katherine Woods    
Bill Lezak    
Joyce Ann Schuster 
Henry Gonshor 
Marisol Rivera             
Marvin Borger  
James Seamon             
Pam Hubbard                         
Hannah Kramer 
Raymond                                
Joann Daube 
Donald Wysokowski 
Jen                                         
Gary Casper   
David Charbonnier 
                   

Jeff Horton 
BrianLee Everett 
Michelle O’Rourke 
Shirley Smale 
Marie Trotter      
Helen Payton 
Lucille Smith 
Susan Johnson  
John Wolfe 
Rosemary Costello          
Kaye Brown   
Fran Eilenberger       
The Polen Family 
Gene Dowches 
Dea Woodling   
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